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and the subject wns then postponed. Mr.
Grimes, of Tows, moved to take up the rekclution
to Investigate the case of Colunel Milea, a division
commoander at tho baille of Bull run. Mr.
Grimes said that a court of inguiry bad found that
Colonel Miles was intoxicated to a certain ex-
tent—enough to justify Colenel Richardson inap-
plying epitheta-to him, hut not enough o remove
kit from commund. He wanted all the facts of
the cnse to go to the people, The motion wea
ngreed to, but no further action was taken on the

bill for confiveatiog the property and giving fioe-
dom to the slives of rebels. Inalong specchin

| support of the measure, which we give &t full in

our report of the proceedings, Mr. Trumbull reca-
pitulated the main points of the bill.  The Lill was
ordered to be prioted and refecred to the Judiciary
Comittee. Mr. Clark, of New Humpshire, gave
notien of en amendment to the Fogitive Slsye law,
The Beante then went into executive session.

In the House the stundiag committees were
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it d by the Speaker. The changes in the
commiltecs since the lust session are uniwportant.
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was adopted, diventing the Judiciary Committee to
inquire ns to whether o censorship over the tele-
grophic despatches of the press hns Leen eata-
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eritisism and discusgion, while its professed objoct
hes been to withhold information relative to
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TIHE SITUATION.
The position of the army on the Potomae re-
mains without change. An order hos been just
issued under dute of November 93, by General
MeClellan, direeilng that all offcers and enlisted

men of the volunicer serviee now prisoners in the
hends of the enemy, or reportod as missing in ac- |
tion, or that mausy hereafter be taken Prizoners or |
reported wirsing in action, be trunsferred to shele- |
ton regiments, to be formed by the Governors of J
the respective States, and to consist entively of |
auch missing ollicers and men. The vacancies thus |
occasioned o the organized reabients will he |
filled by the Covernors of the vavions Statss to
which the reglments belong, The same ovder dis-
mizees from the service Mujor Issae Lynde, of the

Second infuntry, for swrendering Fort Fillmore,
in New Mexico, to the rebels, iu July lust, the
forces of the latter belog infevior to his own.
Major General Halleck las issued an important
order to his commanding officers in Missouri,
dirccting them to arrest and hold in confinement
every one found in armas against the government,
or those who, in any way, give aid to the rebels;
and ordering that all persons found within the
lines of the army, in digguise ns loyal citizens, and
giving Information to the enemy, and all those
taken from the rauks of the rebelsin actua) ser-
vice, shall not be treated ps prisoners of war, but
aq spies, and shall be shot. He forther orders
that the Provest Marchals of 8t. Louis shall take in
charge the nvmbers of Union families who are
crowding into that city—huving been yplundered
and driven from their homes by the rebels—and
guarter them npon avowed recessionists, charging
the expense of their board to them, on the gronnd
that, althouch they have not themselves plundered
and driven forth these unfortunate people, they are
giving aid and comfort to those who have done so.
By way of Cairo we have intelligence of o re-
ported battie at Morristown, Exst Tenneasoe, on
Sunday last, between the Union forces vuder Par-

| and letters containing all the partienlura,

son Brownlow and the rebels, in which the latter
were totally routed. The story comes from the
Memphis pepers, and they adsit that it wa: a
Union victory. Brownlow is enid to bLave Lada
force of three thousand men, but the number of
the rebels is not stated.

From another Memphis paper we learn that the
rebel Genersl Raing kad ecut to pieces the Union
forces of General Montgomery, and taken the Gen-
eral prisoner; also that Den, McCulloch had com-
pletely surrquanded Genersnl Sigel at Eedulia, pot-
ting him in a very awkward position, between sur-
render and annihilation. Teking the same au-
thority for what it is worth, we lhave the fact
stated that the rebel General Price was advancing
on Bt. Louis—having crossed the Gasconade river—
that the people were flocking to his standard, and
that he would enter St. Louis with an army of sixty
thousand men !

The Dublin Freeman's Journal, of the 20th No-
sember, reports the object of, Archibishop Hughes'
visit to Europe thus:—The Most Rev. Dr, Hughes,
Archbishop of New York, was among the pas-
#engers on board the Afries, which arrived at
Queenstown on Monday., His Grace will stay a
short while in this country, in order to obtaina
sufficient number of Cutholic clergymen to afford
a chaplain to each of the Unien regiments requir-
ing one. He will then proceed to Rome taobtain
the neceseary power to grant fuculties to such
chaplaing, 8o that they can officiate in whatever
diocess the regiments to which they may be
attached may happen to be,

CONGRESS,

In the Senate yesterday Mr. Rice, of Minnesota,
asked and obtained leave 1o record his vote in
favor of the expulsion of the traitor Brockinridgs,
Mr. Chandler, of Mickigan, offered a resolution
providing for the appointment of & select commit-
tes to inquire into the causes of the disasters ta
our arms at Ball run and Ball's Bl Ao awend.

ment was offered to extend the inguiry so ay to
embrace the battlcs at Springfleld, Wilson's or
pad Lexingtonm, Tlhe amendment was rejected, ;

military movemants from the encmy. Tha various
toples of the Prosident’s Meseage were referred to
the apnroprinte atanding eommitteer, except that
part relating to the proposed scacoast and
lake delonces, which was asasigned lo a specinl
committee. Mr, Blair's project of colonizing ne-
groes in Central America was adopted in Comit-
tee of the Whole, then rejected by the Houze, hat
subpequently referred to the Commmitieo onToreiga
Allnire.  Mr. Lovejoy introduced a bill repenling
all laws requiring passes of negroes going north-
ward, to take cffect immedintely, It was referrgd
to the Committes « o the Dietriet of Columbin, A
Lilt providing for the appointment of commission-
ers to revige aud eodily the gencral statutes of the
Vnited Siates was relerred to the Judiciary Coim-
mittea,

Loth housas adjourned il Monday,

MTECLLLAVEOUS NEWS.

The Cuvard steamer Africa, whicl left Liverpool
on Saturday, the 234, and Bunday, the 24th of
Novewber, is now aliwost due at this port, with
three days later news from Europe, It is proba-
Ble that the Ateiea will bring highly important in-
teitigence, in the shupe of advices reporiing the
fir:t Impressions produeed In England by the news
ol the boarding of ihe stentaer Trent by Lientenant
Fairfux, of the San Jucinto, and the arrcet of
Messts. Mason and Slidell on board of that vessel,
hy the order of Captain Willtes, This fact was an-
nounced in New York on the 16th of last month,
ahout noon, In a few hours afterwards the steam-
ship City of New York and Borusais spiled for
Liverpool and Seuthawwplon respectively, taking
out the main poinls of the communication as they
appeared in the extra cdition of the Henatn. On
the 20th of November the Persia left this port for

| Quovnstown and Liverpool, having on bourd files

Al
thongl the Cily of New York ia a very fast veasel,
we do not autleipate that she reached England be-
fore the 26Lh altimo. She would not, consequently,
have delivered her newd until after the Africa
sailed; but, in cur opinion, the British mail steamer
La PMata, from 8t Thomas—to which vessel the
wails and remaining passengers of the Trent were
traneferred—Yad anticipated her & thet duty by
walking Southawpton on the 234 of November, It
will be oame fnmind that Mason and Stidell were
taken off the Trent, in the Bermuda channel, on the
8th of November. The steamor would, we think,
maoke St Thomns from that point on the 11th,
three days alterwards. Allowing ler two days for
the transhipment of corgo, passengers and mails,
she would have left on the 13th of November,
which would make her day at Bouthampton
the 234 of last month, the day before
the departure of the Africa. Bhould thia
caleulation prove correct, the Africa will
bring us, ag we have said, the reflection of the
fecling prevalent in England immediately after-
wards. I the La Plata 0'd not reach Southamp-
ton on that day the Africa will not bring the intel-
ligence referred te. In snch event we shall recelve
it by the Kangaroo, which left Queenstown on the
35th of November for New York. The despatches
by the Kangaroo will be ample. They may reach
us by telegraph from 8t. Johns, Newfoundland,
to morrow (Saturday), after the vessel has passed
Cape Race. We would look pretty confidently
for the arrival of the Africa, as well as the receipt
of the report of the Kangaroo, this day (Friday),
were it uot for the prevalence of those heavy
northwesterly winds and cross seas, which delayed
the City of Daltimore so long, during the past
seven days.

Although the three French men-of-war, Pomone,
Bellone and Catinat (corvette), still remain in our
waters, being anchored off the Battery in the
North river, on the other hand we are totally de-
void of a British war flag. The Racor (Dritish), six
guns, commander Lyons, of which we gave full
particuiars in the Herarp of the 25th ult., has now
left Quarantine. Her particular visit bere was to
Feceive desputches for the British authorities in
the Honth, with which she sailed last Mouday.

The folluwing table shows the number of men
now in the service of the government and bat-
tiiug tur the preservation of the Union, the integ-
rity of the country and fer the preservation of the
old Stars and Btripes against sedition, treason,
insurrection and rebellion, The figures are taken
from the official reports:—

N O URERETEL s o i aara i M e W W e e 640,637
RABIBTNL, ¢ o o vvs s vmmmr s sameslsamsmeea SOl
Heamen and WAriNes. .. .o vieiicnissosnias 22,000

T e, ST s e e 082,071

It is said that the late ridiculous and begging
proclamution of the rebel Gen. Price in Misssouri
was written by a man named Tucker, formerly
editor of the Missouri State Journal, This man
Tueker way indicted in Bt. Lowis for treason, and
gave bonds to appear and take his trial. He after-
wards ran away, and left his friends to pay the
amount of his surety.

There is some fuult finding in the West because
Brigadier General Thomas A, Morris, of Indisua,
is not assigned & command. General Morris was
very successful in Western Virginia during Lis
short campaign, but his whole force being three
wonths men, whea their time expired they left the
gervice, and General Morris was thus forced into
retirement, where he has since remuined. Hoijsa
graduate of West Point, and has the reputation of
being & very fine officer.

Unless the rebel blockade of the Potemac river
is made more effectual the government will entire-
ly disregard it. Transports with troops and stores
pass regularly up and down at the rate of half a
dozen a day.

The hospitals In Washington, Georgetown and
Alexandria contained, on the 29th ult., ten hun-
dred and eighty-three sick and wounded soldiers,
of whom two hundred and seventy-six belong to
New York State regiments.

John Yanderzee, the member clect in the First
digtrict of Albany county to the New York Azsem-
bly, died on the 4th inst.

The Seventy-fitth regiment of New Youk State

Yolunieers, who were encamped on Governor's
Island, were yesterday afternoon transferred in a
barge to the steauship Paltie, lying at the foot |
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A vegulad wecting of the General Commivge

gubjoct.  Mr, Trumbull, of Ilinots, introduccd Lis |

prubably eailed during last |

of the Mozart organfzation wos Leld last evening
at their headquarters, A full attendance waa
Present, and several rcaolutions relutive to the
past election for Mayer were unaunimously adopted,

The Chamber of Commeroe held their regular
monthly meeting yesterday afternoon, and adopted
a momorinl asking for the Assay Office the pri-
viloge of converting into nationnl ewrrency the
gold and gilver deposited in the Sub-Treasurer’s
offye in this oify. The subject of the recent de-
| predations on Ameriotn commerce on the const

of Lurope alfo oecupled the attention of the
| Clmraber, A foll veport will be found elsewhere,

Iu the Doard of Aldermoen last evening the ordi-
nanea from the Counelwen, nppropristing an addi-
tianal sum of #00,000 for the reliof of famiiea
ol volunloers was adopied, The Muyor sent in o
comminicetion giving the names of persons and
nasociations to whom lecnees for theatrleal or
cquestrinn performances have been granted, and
utating that all license fees liwve been pald into the
treasury of the Society for the Reformation of Ju-
venile Delinquents,  Considerable unimportant
routine business was transocted, and the Dourd
udjourned Gl Monday next.

The Board of Councilmen were in seasion last
evening and disposed of a good deal of routine
business, The ordinance adopled by the Board
of Aldermen in favor of appropriating £500,000 for
the reliof of the fumilice of the volunteers from
the city of New York came up for concurrence,
and occasioned & long debate; but it was finally
adopted. As there were minor amendments made
to the ordinance, it will have to be sent back to
the Board of Aldermen for thelk action,

The Doard of Excise will Lold « special gession
this day, on the call of Commissioner Haskett, It
is understood that the question of the qui tam
suits will be bromght up for consideration,

The second day's sale of books at the pareel
sale at Leavilt's yesterday passed off well, prices
in several coses Lieing higher, A larger number
of bidders was present, who bought fairly. The
principal feature of to-day's sale will be the in-
voiee of handsome pmbrotype copies of fine en-
gravings to be offered Ly C. Tuber & Co., of New
Bedford, and a few lists of stationery, &e.

In the General Seasions yeslerduy James Palmer
wis tried and convieted of passing counterfeit
bitls npen the Coluwmbia Four Corners Bank, and
sentonced to imprizoiment in the State prison for
five years and four months., Henry Handley plead-
ed guilty to an attempt av burglury, and wos sent
to the penitentiary for six months,

The schooner Robert B, Smith has been seixed
by order of the Burveyor, under the Confiseation
act, two-sixteenths of the vessel being owned in
Yirginia.,

Tho eotton market continued firm yesterday, and tho
previoss duy's advance was fully sustainod, while the
salea footed up abont 2,500 a 3,000 bales, about 1,000 of
which woers takon by spinnors.  Pricea closed etilf on the
basis of 30c. per pound for middling uplands.  The stock
whs becoming matenally reduced, and estimated Ly
somé well informod persons in the trade not to excond
over 12,000 bales, and some persons reduced the e=timaled
amount of avaflable eotton in this market a8 low as
10,060 bales. This. however, may be below Lho actun)
amount. The private accounts reéceived Ly the City of
Laliimore imparted more buoyancy to flour, which was
active, at an advance of Se.a 10¢. per bhl. Wheat was
also aetive and firmer, and elosed about 1c. por bushel
dearer for good shipping 1ots, Corn opened firmer, hut
cloged at rather ensier ratea, Good shipping lots of
Western mixed opoued at 6330, a8die., but eclosed at
the inslde Ogure. Pork was unchavged and gales modes
rate. Sugars were quite steady, while sales were oon-
finsd to 366 bhds. and 70 bags. Coffee was steady, with
salos of 2,400 bags of Rio nt 183e. a 17)e. Freights
wore stoady, with o (air amount of engagements.

The Rebellion—8igns of an Impending
Collapse.

It wonld not be surprising if this overtaxed
rebellion in the South were soon to fall
with a crash into a mass ofruins, like a ricketty
old building with its supporting walls under-
mined. The immediate conspirators who pre-
cipitated this rebellion upon the South mo the
vagabond politicians of thal section, and they
have contrived to draw the bulk of the great
slaveholding interest jnto their toils, under the
delusion that the only safoty to their slaves is a
Southern confederacy. They have bern
strengthened in this idea by the Incessuni huc
and cry of their own newspapers that “the
usurper Lincoln™ bas entered into this war for
the extermination of slavery, and our abolition
organs have been doing all in their power to
push the administration to this extremity.

But what is the policy of President Lincoln,
as st forth in his Message? His policy is to
save the South with its institution of slavery,and
not to destroy it. His policy {a simply to
restore the revolted Sintes to the Union, and
with as litile injury to thelr people and their
domestie institutions as possible. This Message
will got among those people, and, though South-
ern confederacy politicians and planters may
have passed beyond the reach of reason, there
are seven hundred thousand non-slaveholding
white men in the South who will have a word
to say on the subject. This class is doing the
beavy work of this war for Jeff. Davis. IHis
soldiers, three or four to one, are from the non-
slaveholding Southern whites. Poorly fed.
badly clothed, and paid in worthless shinplas-
ters, these soldiers, from all aecounts, are
already sick of the service of Davis and his con-
federates. The Southern “poor whites,” as they
are called, who are left at home, are not mnch
better off. Thousands of them, in fact, are at
the door of starvation.

Granted, then, that they are strongly attached
to Southern institutions and Southern distine-
tions betwieen whites and blacks, we think it
very probable that these “poor whites,"” when
they get hold of President Lincoln's Message,

will begin to think that this rebel-
lion is a miserable delusion, that the
longer it is continued the worse it will

be for them, and that the Union as it waa would
be a great blessing. They will be assisted very
materially to these conclusions by the kingly
ideas of Governor Pickens, of South Carolina,
and by the late proceedings of the Virginia
State Convention in favor of superseding popu-
lar rights and republican institutions in the
South by a convenient elective oligarchy.
South Carolina, under this sort of an oligarchy,
has for thirty years past been under the control
of half o dozen men: aod we see the conse-
quences,

South Carolina is the fountain head of this
rebellion. Her Legislature i3 an oligarchy, and
her people under it have become as submissive
as the people of France to the edicts of Louis
Napoleon, A few designing politicians have
thus ruled the Palmetto State in getting
reing of her Legislature in their hands; and
after thirty years of this training her people, in
the matter of this rebellion, may be pronounced
incurable except by subjugation. But she
stands nlone,  Iud her secession movements of

|
|

last December been snaffed out by Mr, Bucha-
nan, we should have had no rebellion, Every
other State In rovolt was carriod into ber eon-

gpirney by fraud, terrovism and usarpaiion of |

. T . s - |
l power, and in many instances—as in Virginia,

| North Corolina and Tennesae.
whelming popular majoritics,  Let us bring
SBonth Coroling to the erws of a military ocen-

the eotfvols

ation, and we shall have taken off

| ling hwad of Wig hydia of seoessivn; wad the |

-ugEuinst overs |

Unfon element in all the other rebellious States
will rise to its own deliverance.

Already we are informed of startling signs of
muliny in New Orleans against the intolerable
despoiizm of Davis, No other city of any nation
in modern times, without being besieged or
encled by an enemy, hus sullered ns New Orleans
la sulloring (hie horrors of war., Where aro the

| hundreds of steamboats, and e (houswnds of

nrls and barges, which constanily plied belween
ber levee and the abundant stores of provisions
of the Northwest, bringing down by milllous of
tons those stores to ber merchunts, in excliange
far thelr eotlon, sngnr, molasses und imporied
roode? Where are the fleels of ships, going
and coming, which, down to April last, whilened
the outlets of the Misslssippi river?  All gone,
F'or months not a steamer, barge or flathoat
from (he Northwest has gone down, and not a
sadl from the sen has gone np to Now Orleans,
Thus lilerally reduced to starvaiion, can it be
supposed that the thousands of loyal men of
that city wil submit to the tortures of this mon-
slrous rebellion much longer? We are satisfied
that there will be very little, if any, resistance
to our advence upon the city, and satisfied, too,
that, what with starvation and what with the
despotic tendencies of the rebel leaders, this
whole rebellion ia oa the verge of a grand col-
lapse.

President Lincoln’s viewsin the Message upon
the subject are intended as a shot belween the
wind and waler of this projected Southern Con-
federate oligurchy. And we hope very soon to
heur that he has hit his mark, and roused up in
the South o popular revolt against this rebel-
lion which will speedily bring it to the ground-

Reoveron or Goverysest Exreyprrures.—Ab
every session of Congress a propoesition is made
by some member who {s desirous of obtaining
a reputation for economy, looking to a redue-
ticn of the civil expenditures of the government.
Lt It never amounts to more than the intro-
duction or the reporting of a bill, and ite being
then printed aod referred to the Committee of
the Whole on the State of the Union—n tomb
from which the chanoes of resarrection are of
the flimsiest. In this or in some other way the
respongibility of voting on the proposition is
evaded, and every member enn therefore con-
tinue to proclaim his great desire to cut down
the expenditures.  Already one of those inevi-
table propositions has bean introdnced by Mr.
Frederick A. Conkling, of this State, and is now
before the Commiltee of Ways and Means. Mr.
Conkling proposes the following retrench-
ments —

1. A reduction of twenty-five per cent on all
salaries, civil, naval and military. amounting
to $10,000 a year or over, including emolu-
ments,

2. A similar reduction of twenty per cent
where the sdlarics and emoluments are over
$5,000 and under $10,000.

3. Similar reduction of fifteen per cent on
compensations between $2,000 and 35,000,

4. The reduction of salaries of members of
Congress to $2,000 per annum, subject to a for-
feiture of $10 for each time that a member
does not answer to his nmne on a call of the
yeas and nays, and the reduction of mileage to
ten cents per mile from the post office nearest
the member’s residence to Washington city, esti-
mated by the nearest mail route.

5. The absolule and total abolition of the
franking privilege.

6. The ceseation of the system of appointing
supernnmerary officials, and the reduction eof
the officiuls in all the departments of the govern-
ment to the number actually requisite for the
proper transaction of business.

On all the points embraced in this proposi-
tion we fully coinelde with Mr. Conkling, except
only in vegard to the salaries. The salaries of
tlie ofticials under our government, from that
of President down to that of Custom House
officer, are all too small. It would be better to
junerease than lo diminish them. The President
of the United States should nol be confined to
the pitiful salary of $25,000, which is less than
Lbe nvernge ingome of respectable lawyers in
good practice. But to all the other abomina-
tions almed at—mileage, the franking privilege,
and the swarming of offices with superfiuous
olliciala—there should be no merey shown.
They should be ruthlessly swept away. Why
should members of Congress be allowed ten
times a8 much for travelling as It actually
costs them, or why should they have any exelu
sive privilege in the mails more than any other
citizens? As they are supposed to pay for their
boots and hats, so they should have to pay for
their stationery and postage. Let there be no
deadlieads in the Post Office Deparfinent, whe-
ther they be members of Congress or newspaper
proprietors. This is not the country for any exclu-
give distinctions, and it is certainly full time that
all such should cease, Lot the Committee of Way8
and Means, then, report back such portions of
Mr. Conkling’s bill as lJop off all those costly
excrescences; but let them not do anything so
foolish as to attempt to cut down the salaries of
government officinla, We hope, if the commit.
tee do report such a biil, that neither house
will, by any parliamentary manceuvring, avoid
coming up to a fair and square vote upon it.
Let us see who are really in favor of cutting
down judiciously the expenses of the govern-
ment.

RaLroap Jops.—Now that the elections are
over there is n general rush after the special
jobs for the next Legislature. Especially is
this true in regard to the Broadway Railroad
project, there being no less than three echemes
for n railroad in that street. The managers of
ench are working night and day, preparing for a
grand rush to Albany the moment the Legis-
lature assembles. Our citizens may therefore
look for a grand struggle for that prize with the
Tribune, the organ of one cligque, and the Times
for another. The probable result will be, that
after fighting each other until they are tired o
compromise will be agreed upon, and the long
covelod prize secured. The property holders
along Broadway, who bave so long fought the
schemers, will have to bestiv themselves, or a
railroad will be forced upon them by the
coming Legislatuve. The railroad philosophers
claim that the complexion of the Legislature
just suits their purpose.

Tos Heavts Bict Revives—The parties
who bave for several years past heen paying
vegulnr annual visits to Albany to lohby for the
purpose of securing the passage of a Health
bill, of powers nmmercus and extensive, are
aeain on the move for the same project. Wae
ululium::md that they are now oa apilerisaze
to the rural districls for the purpose of securing

a pledge from the country members beloes thay |

woh Albuny, thos to insure §s puss o gl an
In this the republicans %ope to got

: divy.
eantrol
CiLY,

f one or two more deparbmonis fn the |

the republican candidate for Mayor will baing
about numerous changes in the clty governmen,
and already there is considersble commotion
among the politiciune and office holders in re-
gnrd Lo the prospectz in this line. The nume-

Yous rimors that are afloat in the cily in refe-

reneo to the probability of the sucocsa of Mr.

Gunther over Mr. Opdyke origlnate from those

who expect to bo gut short in their ofifea as

Eoon as Mr, Opdyke seats himself in the Mayor-

&lty chair. It is un old game, and has been re"

pented a dozen times in this city, got up for the

purpose of diverting attention from themselyves,

und in hopes of really bringing aboul a change

in the result. The seme mode wus resorled to

when Wood was successfal over Barker, the

Know Nothing candidate; but in this case, og
then, they will not be able to accomplish any-

thing. The plurality of Opdyke can hardly he

overcome by any inforinalities discoverod in the

returns. The politiciana may as well prepare
themselves for their fale, und such as are in

ofices where they can be reached by the new

Mayor elact had better pack up their traps and

prepare for an evacustion.

L.L. D. RusseLr axp FoREIGN ARBITRATION TN
AMERICAN Aviams.—In a recent letter to the
London Times, L.L. D. Russell states that our
government is In favor of having our domestic
troubles nrbitrated and settled by forelgn in-
terference. This is of & piece with some of
Russcll’s other fine stories. The idea of foreign
arbitration originated with Governor licks, of
Maryland, who wished the whole matter left
to Lord Lyons, whose decision would have been
as sllly and ungrammatical as his letler to Sec
refary Seward. The Emperor of Russia also
hiad o notion that he could arrange our affairs
sntisfactorily to all concerned; and Smith
O'Brienand Gruntley Berkley offered to do the
job for us very cheaply. It is not very likely
that we will ask for foreign arbitrament when,
it tho Senuto, on Wednesday, a proposition by
Filly Saulsbury, of Delawure, to appoint Peace
Uuwmissioners of our own, was unanimnously
lnughed down. So we are not ready to try to
settle the maiter peaceably ourselves, yet
much less to allow outsiders to settle it. When
we do wish strangers to interfere In our family
quarrels we will let England know by some
means more reliable than Russell’s lotters.

How mae Trimexe Avourrmoxsrs A tue
Repris Asnoap.—Some time sgo the Tribune
published a lettor from its Washington corres-
pondent under the heading, “How Our Army is
Not an Army.” The letter contained statemonts
that the rebel force on the Potomnc was greater
than ours; that the enemy had all along shown
greater generalship than we; that our army was
4 ““‘mere mob,” and that our whole military
array was confused, disorderly and ridiculous.
This letter was published in the Tribune of
October 24, and we find it again, published con-
spicuously in the London Times of November
19, and doing its mean work of encouraging the
rebels and discouraging the Unionists abroad,
and of furnishing ammunition to English jour-
nals in the rebel interest.  And yet the Tvibune
is perpetually prating of its own loyalty and
the “rebel sympathics” of the Hemarp. The
real rebel sympathizer is the Tribuny, which
givea aid and comfort to our enrmies at
home and abroad, and which, by such maliclons
misrepresentations of our forces and their discl-
pline, not only makes rebellion bolder, but fans
the flame of foreign interference, which, it
fondly hopes, will come, some day, to forcibly
disrupt the Union, and thus rid abolitionists
of any further “fellowship with slaveholders,”

Carrary Winkes axp Brrrisg  Reraviarion.—
By thesteamer Northern Light we have received
information that the West Indin agenis of the
British West India Mail Steamzhip Company
have decided to refuse to sell coal to United
Bloates war steamers, by way of retaliation
for the arrest of Mason and Slidell by Captain
Wilkes. Insome gunarters this report, if true, is
regarded as an avant courrier of the retaliatory
measures England will take, and as an indica-
tion of the English opinion of the seizure. This
is all nonsense. We have as yet received no in-
formation that the news of the arrest has reach-
ed England, and the action of the agents of the
West India company is therefore only local,and
the result of local pique, unauthorized by the
English directors of the company. So fur from
John Bull, or the English steamship companies,
making any trouble about this seizure, he will
thank Captain Wilkes for allowing the Trent to
proceed on her voyage unconfiseated. John
Bull cares more for one vessel and her eargo
than for all the Masons and Slidells on record,
and will donbtless be glad to be relieved of
such traitorous intriguers,

SeoreTARY WELLES ON THE TRENT SEizvne.—
We publish this morning a congratulatory letter
from Secretary Welles to Captain Wilkes and
the officers nnd crew of the Ban Jacinto, thank-
ing them for the eminent service they have ren-
derved the government by the arrest of the rebel
emissaricsa Muson and Slidell, The point of
this letter which deserves especial notice is its
remarks upon the legality of the seizure. While
some of our thin skinned journalists have been
consulting Vattel, Puffendorf, Wheaton wnd a
host of other writers upon international law,
and laboring desperately to prove that white ia
white, Secretary Welles accepts the fact as in-
disputable, and assures the gallant Captain
that, while he did his duty in arresting Mason
and Slidell, he should also have selzed * the
vessel which had theze public enemies on
board,” and reminds him that * the forbearance,
excusable in this instance, must not be permit-
ted to constitute a precedent hereafter for in-
fractions of neutral obligations.”” This is the
correct, common sense view of the casze nnd in-
deed so obvious was the justice and legality of
Captain Wilkes’ act that the President regards
it as a commonplace police arrest, and does not
think it worthy of mention in his Message. The
ilea of England cansing any trouble aboul the
matter is ridiculous.

Tus Suenivr Fres.—We understand that a bill
has been prepared, to be introduced in the next
Legislature, on an early day of the session, re-
ducing the Mes of the office of Sheriff. The fees
of that officer have already been reduced by
the Board of Supervizors severn] thousand dol-
lara. During the canvass preceding the State
election the clamor was so strong that Super-
visor Tweed, then a eandidate for Sheriff, waz
foreed to move the reduction of fees on the re-
ports from some of the minor conrts from Gty
cents to thivicen, making o difference of several
thousand dollars in the receipts of the office on
that claas of bosiness alone. An attempt will
Be made to make still further redactions at Al-
P and wo are informed thal the movers in the
| project contemplate lncludipg the office uf County

Tar Mavoratry Eueorion.—The sucoss of

Clerk. We pmummmeh»y,umi,:ﬁ
have sometling to say about this, and perbaps
decide the question, as in the past. Thus no
sooner are the politicians out of one fght thag
’\ﬂmymhmdlntn another, No pesce for the
wicked,

Tum Famrve v Irecano—The suggestion
whtiol we threw out a fow days since for the np-
propristion by Congress of a sum for the pur-
chase of" food for the reliefof the starving poor
of Ireland has met with very general concww-
rence from the press and public. As a moasure
of henevolence, it would only be a repetition in
another form of the aidafforded by us to the
poor of that country in the famine of 1846-47.
Since then, however, the Irish people bave ac-
quired un additional claim upen our sympathy,
Our adopted citivens of that nationality have
throngheunt the present crisis of our affairs been
among the most devoted, unselfish und self-sacri-
ficing supporters of the Union. There is no
way in which we could so well attest our sense
of their patriotic conduct ss by anllecating
by » vote of the national legllatare
sum sufficlent for the purchase of aeve
rul cargoes of breadstuffs for the relief
of their suffering kindred. Gaunt famine is
stalking through the land, and before the alow
machinery of English official ald ean be brought
to interpose it will have swept away thowsands
of its population. Whatever is to be done for
their rellef on this side should thercfore be
done promptly.

It bas been objected by some that, in the
present ticklish condition of our relations with.
England, the passage of a vote by Congress for
this purpose might be taken in the light of an
insult. There may be something in this, Whera
there is a disposition to guarrel the best inten-
tions are subject to misapprehension. Perbaps,
on the whole, the bebter plen of carrying oub
the object in view would be by calling a pnblie
meeting of our eitizens nnd inviting snbaerip-
tions. Our leading merchants should stir in the
matter, and request of the Mayor to take stepa
to give effect to the feeling so generally mani-
fosted in regard to it. The example. onee sef in
New York, would be immediately followed by
every city, town and village in the Union.

Erecrion Canvassgrs.—The instructions to
the inspectors and canvassers of elections are,
to say the least, exceedingly cemplicated, and
not one man out of twenty who are appointed
to those positions i3 able to undersiand or
comprehend his duties, There are four sets
of officials, viz:—Registrars, inspectors;, poll
clorks and canvassers. The instructions to this
class of officials are all mixed up together in
one book, containing some seventy-five pages;
each official is obliged to pick out his instruc-
tions by bits in different portions of the book.
The inspeetors nnd canrassers are sworn in on
the morning of the eleelion; they are then bhand-
ed thelr book of instrictions, which they see
then for the firat tlme. Without a moment of
time to examine their books, they vominence
their dutics, and, afier elosing hele Jabors for
the day, sit down and vead their bork of soven-
ty-five pages to see what theiv dutivs are. Sinoe
the returns for several districls have nof been
musde up to this time, it is to be presumed that
the canvassers are yob reading their instructions,
Thiz evil should be obriated by some zimplo
and explicit instruction to each class of elee-
tion officials, in gueh w ghort, suceinet and com-
prehensive form as to be understood by auy
person in five minutes' examination.

Scuemrs of THE Poviriciays.—Since the re-
publicans bave succeeded in electing their
Mayor there are symptoms of sharp practice
being resorted to by the politicians. In the firs
place, the republican Mayor will go into office
with both branches of the municipal legisla;
ture opposed to him; and if he makes any ap
poiniments that do not please the Aldermen they
will not be confirmed; and to retaliate for that
refusal the republican Legisluture will step in
and aid the new Mayor. Thiswill atonce arouse
opposition between those two legislative
hodies, and develope many new schemes but
little thonght of at present.  On the other hand,
ghould the Common Council pass any enor-
mously expensive job, the Mayor will prob-
ably veto it, and if the Common Couneil
munifeat a disposition to pass it over his
veto the Legislature will again be appealed
to for power to attend to municipal legis-
lative philosophers. Thus we bhave in the
elegfion of a republican to the gffice of Mayor
a fair prospect of a general quarrel belween
the different branches of the cliy government,
and we are not sure but thot the city will be
the gainer by it, provided that we have some
effective legislation, and the power is given to
the Mayor which rightly belongs to Lis office.

IMPORTANT FROM TENNESSEE.
Reported Decisive Battle at
Morristown.,

Total Rout of a Large Rebel Force
by Parson Brownlow,
Keoy Koy e,

Carro, Dec. 5, 1961,

A mpecial deapatch in the Memphis papers of the 2d
gives an account of & great battle at Morristown, Enst
Tennessee, between the Union foroes uuder Iarson
Brownlow, and the rebels, which was fouglt December 1!
in which the parson's forces were victorious. The rebel
despatch calls it the ““first Unjon victory of thewar.'

Browanlow bad three thousand men. The rebel force ia
pot ascertained. The rout of the rebols was tetal.

The Memphis dvalanchs of the 2d contains the follow-
ing—

A large body of Unionists attacked the Confedercie
forces at Morristown, Esst Tenneasco, yesterduy, killing
& large number and gompletely routing them.

Major General George Crittenden hasarrived at Knox,
ville to take command of the Confederate forces.

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH.
Cumo, Dee. 8, 1861,

The following items are from tho Memphis pajecs of the
24 ingt. :—

Genoral Prossevant has s fong communication in the
Momphis dppeal, showing the {nsulficiancy of the rebel
defonces st and above Memphis. Ho says that Columbus
once lost she Unionists would have no trouble tn march®
ing directly to Momplis, aad that Momphis is entiroly
Jefencelsss and indofersible,  He calls upon every mals
citizen of the State to eurol, and threateas all who do nok
with death.

The rebels are serding their cotiom to Northern Alw
bama for safety. Coffer ia quoted ot $1 per pound in
Momphis, and noge to.be had, bason 0. and other gro.
visions in pﬂ'lpuﬂmi

Indlcimeont of Radski.
OUR PRESHOLD CORRESPONDENCE.
Fuxgorn, D, !
The Grand Jury came into court aliouy aloven o'cle

this morning, finding eighteon blils of twlielment, nmong
wiitel wis cna agalos) Raduki for tha marder of Veliugr,,

He waa {udigled upon thy eyidengy of Mre. Marks,



